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Dalí Museum Offers Tours in American Sign Language 

Inaugural Tour Offered on June 22, Series Continues Through January 2009

ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. (June 18, 2008) - Continuously striving to provide accessibility to education on the arts, the Salvador Dalí Museum will offer a series of exhibition tours interpreted in American Sign Language. In celebration of this new offering, the Dalí Museum is inviting members of the community to join them on Sunday, June 22, 2008, for brunch at 11:30 a.m. and the inaugural interpreted tour of the summer exhibition Women: Dalí’s View at 12:30 p.m. 

Working with Sign Language Associates, Inc. of Tampa and interpreters Carol Downing, Crystal Millard and select Dalí docents, the tours will be offered at 6:15 p.m. bi-weekly on Thursdays from July 10 through September 25 and weekly on Thursdays from October 2 through January 29, 2009. Admission is reduced to only $5.00 every Thursday after 5:00 p.m. and visitors can view the exhibition until 8:00 p.m. Additionally, the Museum can provide interpreted tours for groups and individuals upon request.
On view until September 21, 2008, Women: Dalí’s View examines Dali’s artistic obsession with the female form. The 94 paintings, drawings, watercolors, prints and objects assembled from the museum’s permanent collection – the largest outside of Dalí’s native Spain – represent a diverse range in the artist’s approach to the female form, and reveal how images of women dominate Dali’s work, much as they do the history of art. Dali Museum Curator Joan Kropf has presented the works according to themes of Folklore, Landscape, Venus, Gala and Madonnas/Saints & Angels and the exhibit includes images drawn from Dalí’s more personal iconography, such as The Angelus, Beatrice and Gradiva. 
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The interpreted tours are made possible by a Pinellas County Accessibility Grant through Cultural Affairs of Pinellas County and Sign Language Associates, Inc. of Tampa. Women: Dalí’s View is made possible by Progress Energy, a Museum sponsor since 2002, whose continued support for arts provides a benchmark for corporate engagement in the community. Presenting Sponsors for the exhibition include Table Mesa Lounge, Northern Trust, House of Ska, duPont Registry, Ovation by JMC Communities and skirt! Magazine. 

WHO: Salvador Dalí Museum, Sign Language Associates, Inc. of Tampa and signing interpreters Carol Downing, Crystal Millard and Dalí Museum docents

WHAT: Brunch reception culminating in an interpretive tour of Women: Dalí’s View to celebrate the new service to the hearing-impaired community

WHY: Continuously striving to expand accessibility to the arts, the Museum is offering interpretive tours at 6:15 p.m. bi-weekly on Thursdays from July 10 through September 25, and weekly on Thursdays from October 2 through January 29, 2009

WHEN: Sunday, June 22, 2008, light brunch at 11:30 a.m., tour at 12:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Salvador Dalí Museum, 1000 Third Street South, St. Petersburg, Fla.

CONTACT: To RSVP for the reception, contact Monica Guerrero at (727) 823-3767 ext. 3024 or MGuerrero@SalvadorDaliMuseum.org
Located at 1000 Third Street South in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., the Salvador Dalí Museum holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work.  The museum, which celebrated its 26th anniversary in 2008, is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information, please call (727) 823-3767 or visit the Museum web site at www.salvadordalimuseum.org.
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