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ABRAHAM LINCOLN THE THEME FOR THE SALVADOR DALÍ MUSEUM'S SUMMER PROGRAMS AND EVENTS 

ST. PETERSBURG, FL (May 18, 2005) - The Salvador Dalí Museum is preparing a summer full of events that will take place virtually around the clock. From June until August, the Museum will host a wide variety of education and entertainment programs, providing something for every age and interest group. 

In celebration of the museum's most recent acquisition, Gala Contemplating the Mediterranean Sea which at Twenty Meters Becomes a Portrait of Abraham Lincoln, many of the events will feature a connection between Dalí and Abraham Lincoln. This large-scale masterpiece is a painting of Dalí's wife Gala, which, as the title suggests, morphs into a painting of Lincoln by means of optical illusion. 

"The Salvador Dalí Museum is proud to present a very broad spectrum of events this coming summer," said Hank Hine, Executive Director. "Hopefully, these many events will attract an audience that may not have visited our museum before," he added. 

Mornings include the family-geared event Breakfast with a Docent. One Saturday each month, children and parents are led on an interactive tour, followed by a Breakfast with a Docent and staff. The paintings on the tour are selected to be appropriate for children in the 6-12 age group. 

Later in the morning, Coffee with a Curator provides an opportunity for visitors to hear details about the collections of the Salvador Dalí Museum in the form of a monthly gallery walk. Coffee with a Curator is offered once a month. 

In the early afternoon, the museum offers Art at Two on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 2pm. In honor of the Lincoln painting, a series of films about the former president will be presented on Tuesdays. Each Thursday, an art-related film will be shown to museum patrons free of charge. 

Among the evening features is the Dalí and Beyond film series on Thursday evenings at 6pm. The movies shown in the series tie-in with the psychological themes featured in the work of Dalí. 

Two significant lectures regarding Dalí's interpretation of Abraham Lincoln will be held in the evening hours as well. The Lincoln You Never Knew, presented by Professor Gregory Padgett on May 26, is an objective look into the mind of this American icon. Professor Thomas Sanocki's lecture entitled Dali's Lincoln and the World of Cognitive Psychology, will held on Thursday, June 9 at 6:30pm, and will explore Dalí's fascination with cognitive recognition. 

The Museum even stays open later into the night. Every Friday evening, from June until August, visitors are invited to stay until 8pm. During the first and fourth Friday of each summer month, the Museum offers S'REAL Friday nights (5pm-8pm), featuring live jazz in June, a DJ in July, and bluegrass and "dawg" (a blend of Bluegrass and jazz) music in August. 

The Salvador Dalí Museum, which holds the pre-eminent American collection of this artist's work, is located at 1000 Third Street South, St. Petersburg, FL, and is open daily from 9:30 to 5:30, Thursdays from 9:30 to 8:00, and Sundays from 12:00 to 5:30. From June to August the Friday hours are extended from 9:30 to 9pm. 

The Salvador Dalí Museum is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Arts Council, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, and the Florida Arts Council. 

For more information about the Salvador Dalí Museum, please call (800) 442-3254, or visit the museum Web site at www.salvadordalimuseum.org 

### 

NOTE TO MEDIA: 

A digital image of Gala Contemplating the Mediterranean Sea which at Twenty Meters Becomes a Portrait of Abraham Lincoln. art is available to media at http://salvadordalimuseum.org/exhibits/SDali_Lincoln_1976.jpg Please contact Mathias Bergendahl, Paradise Advertising & Marketing, at 727-823-9406 for additional information.



###

The Salvador Dalí Museum, which holds the pre-eminent American collection of this artist's work,
is located at 1000 Third Street South, St. Petersburg Florida, and is open daily from
9:30 to 5:30, Thursdays from 9:30 to 8:00, and Sundays from 12:00 to 5:30. 

For more information about the Museum please call: 727.823.3767, fax: 727.894.6068,
or visit our website at www.salvadorDalimuseum.org
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