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The Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg
Announces Grand Opening Season of Events Set for January, 2011
 
Public Invited to Series of Celebrations When Museum Doubles in Size
 
 
November 22, 2010- (St. Petersburg, FL) - The trustees, staff and volunteers of the Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida are thrilled to announce a Grand Opening Season of Events set for the month of January 2011. The events will provide the opportunity for the Tampa Bay area community, museum members, and visitors from around the world to be among the first to experience the phenomenon that is the new Dalí. Events start January 9 and continue through January 22 and will be open to the public.
 
 
Sunday, January 9, 2011 - Members-Only Preview Party
On Sunday, January 9, 2011, the museum will be open to members of the Dalí for a special preview of the collection in its new home. Hosted by the museum’s Zodiac Group, the day will feature entertainment, crafts, family activities and short programs throughout the day. The Members Preview Party is open to the public, but visitors must be a member to attend.  Memberships start at $40, and make great gifts.  Call the membership information line for details: (727) 623-4770.
 
Tuesday, January 11, 2011 Procession/Ribbon Cutting/Festival
On Tuesday, January 11, 2011 (1.11.11), the public is invited to participate in a surreal procession departing from the current museum (located at 1000 Third Street South in St. Petersburg) at 9:30 a.m. and concluding at the new museum (located eight blocks north at One Dali Blvd.).  Entertainment, a dedication program with S.A.R. la Infanta Cristina of Spain,

Duchess of Palma de Mallorca, and a ribbon cutting ceremony with Spanish Royalty presiding — starting at 11:00 a.m. — will mark the beginning of a new era for the Dalí at its new location. The festivities will continue until 3 p.m.  The procession, ribbon cutting and outdoor festivities are free and open to the public. Timed tickets to visit the museum after the opening ceremony will be available for sale online on a limited basis beginning December 10.
 

Wednesday, January 12, 2011

The Dalí Museum is open to the public 10:00 a.m-5:50 p.m. Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat, 

10:00 am.-8:00 p.m. Thursday, and 12:00-5:30 Sunday. Tickets will be available online, walk-up and for Dalí Members.
Saturday, January 22, 2011 Dalí Museum Benefit Party
On Saturday, January 22, 2011, the Guild at the Dali Museum invites guests to enter Los Sueños de Dali, the world of Salvador Dali’s dreams, from 8 to 11 p.m.  This whimsical, magical, and surreal evening will feature unique entertainers, astonishing audio-visual, delicious food prepared by Stone Chef, wine, beer, champagne and a signature cocktail invented just for the occasion, and guests decked out in full surrealistic finery.  Tickets are $111. Los Sueños de Dali is open to the public. Reservations for this fundraiser must be made in advance.  Tickets will be available online by December 8th, 2011.
 
About the new Dalí
The new Dalí is double the size of the current museum. Salvador Dalí’s amazing works of art will finally have a home designed specifically for this collection. The new Dalí Museum is also built to protect the priceless art collection. The design has already attracted the world’s attention, and is listed as “one of the top buildings you have to see before you die” in AOL Travel News.  
 
The museum’s exterior is itself a work of art, featuring more than 900 triangular-shaped glass panels. This geodesic glass structure – nicknamed the “Glass Enigma” – is the only structure of its kind in North America and is a 21st century expression of Buckminster Fuller’s geodesic dome as utilized in Dalí’s Teatro Museo in Figueres, Spain. No two glass panels are identical, providing a truly unique view of St. Petersburg’s picturesque waterfront. The Helical Staircase – a spiral that ascends to the third floor galleries – is the main architectural focus of the interior. An energetic form created with mathematical precision and resembling a strand of DNA, Dalí recognized the helix as evidence of the divine in nature.
 
Yann Weymouth, AIA, Senior Vice President, and Design Director for HOK conceived the museum’s architectural design. It was brought to life by Novum Structures, which engineered, manufactured and installed the free-form glass exterior.  
Most importantly, the new museum will allow for more of Dalí’s work to be on display than ever before and will feature amenities including a café, theater, classroom and student gallery.  The Grotto at the new museum’s entry introduces visitors to the subtropical flora of Florida. An outside waterfront garden – the Avant Garden– creates a unique environment of learning and tranquility and features a labyrinth for exploration and enjoyment.
 
The new Dali is located eight blocks north of its current location with a new address of:  
One Dali Boulevard
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Tel: (727) 823-3767 or 1-800-442-DALI (3254)
www.thedali.org
 
 
