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The Salvador Dalí Museum Examines Dalí’s Celluloid Dreams 

In New Exhibition, Dalí & Film

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (October 28, 2007) – The Salvador Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg presents Dalí & Film, the first exhibition examining the close relationship between the paintings and films of Salvador Dalí. Cinema played a central role in Dalí’s world throughout his career, both as an inspiration and outlet for experimentation. After opening to rave reviews at the Tate Modern in London, followed by a viewing in the heart of L.A., Dalí & Film makes its debut in St. Petersburg February 8, 2008 and runs through June 1, 2008. 


“Dalí explored his obsessions in all modes of practice—the relationship between his paintings and his films provides a fascinating insight into his imagination,” said Hank Hine, Salvador Dalí Museum Executive Director.  “We are proud to host this presentation that explores the very nature of painting and film.”


Salvador Dalí came from the first generation of artists for whom film was a formative influence.  He grew up attending the cinema on weekends in Figueres and grew to admire the inventiveness of the slapstick Hollywood comedians such as Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton and Harry Langdon. Dalí would parlay that early enthusiasm for the medium into some of the most memorable and influential scenes in avant-garde cinema through his collaborations with Luis Buñuel, Alfred Hitchcock and Walt Disney.


Like Dalí himself, his relationship with film is complex and contradictory. “The best cinema is the kind that can be perceived with your eyes closed,” Dalí wrote in 1927, recognizing both the power and mystery of the medium.  Dalí & Film presents the artist in a light never examined before and offers a brilliant perspective on the development of the moving picture in the twentieth century.


The cross-fertilization of ideas between film and painting can be seen in Dalí’s The First Days of Spring (1929) and The Persistence of Memory (1931), with compositions that dissolve into other images as they would in moving pictures.  These works coincide with the artist’s first movie collaborations with Spanish director Luis Buñuel in 1929-30.


Just as Dalí brought cinema to life in his paintings, film was a vivid playing ground for his fantastical imagination and obsession with dreams and the subconscious.  His cinematic projects include haunting images—such as the slicing of an eyeball with a razor and a hand infected with ants—mirroring the disturbing anatomic depictions in major paintings of that moment, including Apparatus and Hand (1927).

Dalí & Film will gather his paintings from all over Europe and America, together with films, photographs, drawings and manuscripts. His major film projects including Un Chien andalou, L’Âge d’or (1929-30), Spellbound (1945) and Destino (1946), and Dalí’s most famous paintings, The Persistence of Memory (1931) and The Metamorphosis of Narcissus (1937), as well as other works have been borrowed from the Museum of Modern Art, New York; the Tate, London, the Guggenheim, New York; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya, Barcelona; and the National Gallery of Canada.


Dalí & Film is organized by Tate Modern, London, in collaboration with Gala-
Salvador Dalí Foundation, Figueres, Spain and the Salvador Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida.  Contributors to the comprehensive exhibition catalog include Dawn Ades, Salvador Dalí: Centenary Exhibition curator; Montse Aguer, Director, Centre d’Estudis Dalinians, Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation; Félix Fanès, Dalí and Mass Culture curator; William Jeffett, Salvador Dalí Museum curator; and Tate curator Matthew Gale, author of Dada and Surrealism.


Dalí & Film is made possible by Progress Energy, whose continued support for arts in the community provides a benchmark for corporate engagement.  Progress Energy has been a generous supporter of the Salvador Dalí Museum’s educational programs and exhibitions since 2002.

The Salvador Dalí Museum, which holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work and celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2007, is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts.  For more information about the Salvador Dalí Museum, please visit the museum web site at www.SalvadorDaliMuseum.org or call (800) 442-3254.
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NOTE TO MEDIA:  Digital images of visiting and other select artwork are available per request.  Please contact Kathy White at 727-823-3767, ext. 3036.
