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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Kathy White, Deputy Director


Salvador Dalí Museum


(727) 823-3767, ext. 3036

   
 kwhite@salvadordalimuseum.org

Dalí, Freud and Surrealism

New Dalí Exhibition Opening Friday, February 20, 2009 
At The Dalí Museum 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (Feb 2, 2009)— The Dalí Museum exhibition Dalí, Freud and Surrealism displays 70 works from the museum’s permanent collection centering on two important influences in Dalí’s life: Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), founder of psychoanalysis, and Surrealism, the 20th century avant-garde movement which closely based its ideas on the writings of Freud.  

As a student in Madrid (1922-26), Dalí read Sigmund Freud’s Interpretation of Dreams, which he regarded as one of the most important discoveries of his life. During this early period, Dalí’s painting style varied from academic to cubist to experimental. But by 1927, Freud’s ideas influenced Dalí’s paintings, which became shocking and dealt with taboo subjects. Further, he consciously applied Freud’s ideas about dreams and the unconscious to his daily life, being gripped, as he said, “with the vice of self-interpretation.” A few years later – in 1929 - he became an official member of the controversial Paris-based surrealist group. The surrealists were largely influenced by Freud – and considered him their patron saint. Surrealism’s goal was the liberation of Man from what they considered the shackles of rational thought. Through writing, poetry, and the visual arts, the surrealists blurred the boundaries between the rational and irrational, reality and fantasy in a search to liberate man’s creativity. 

Surrealism’s founder, André Breton (1896-1966), became interested in free association and dreams through his study and use of Freud's psychoanalytical theories and methods during the First World War when he was in the Medical Corp. This experience led Breton to believe that the unconscious could be a source of poetic and artistic imagery as well as source of healing, potentially holding the secret for saving mankind from the brutality that led to war.  Breton’s ideas about Freud had a great influence on Dalí as a painter.
Dalí had the distinct honor to meet Freud in 1938, just a year before Freud’s death. Dalí brought with him the painting The Metamorphosis of Narcissus (Tate Gallery, London), which he hoped would impress the man he so revered. The artist made several portrait sketches of Freud during and after his visit - one portraying the psychoanalyst’s cranium in the shape of the spiraling snail shell. Freud later summarized their meeting: “Until now I have been inclined to regard the surrealists, who have apparently adopted me as their patron saint, as complete fools. The young Spaniard (Dalí), with his candid, fanatical eyes and his undeniable technical mastery, has changed my estimate. It would indeed be interesting to investigate analytically how he came to create his paintings….”

The exhibit spans Dalí’s entire career, beginning with his earlier work where his concern with landscape and family portraits precedes the influence of Freud and Surrealism. The exhibit gives most weight to the period of the 1930s, when Dalí was a surrealist and painting remarkable Freudian inspired “hand-painted dream photos.” Even after Dalí parts ways with the surrealists in 1938 and pursues science and religion as his subjects, surrealist imagery and Freudian symbolism are continually present, reappearing with great force in his psychologically arresting late painting – Portrait of my Dead Brother (1963).  Dalí, Freud and Surrealism is curated by Joan Kropf. Sponsors of the exhibit include Visit St. Petersburg/Clearwater, Bright House Networks, M& I Wealth Management and Pacific Wave Restaurant.
NOTE TO MEDIA:  Digital images of select artwork are available per request.  Please contact Kathy White 

at 727-823-3767, ext. 3036, or kwhite@salvadordalimuseum.org.

Located at 1000 Third Street South in downtown St. Petersburg, Fla., the Salvador Dalí Museum holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work.  The Museum is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts. For information on our rates and hours, please visit the Museum website at www.salvadordalimuseum.org.
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