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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:      Kathy White,Deputy Director

Salvador Dalí Museum

(727) 823-3767, ext. 3036

kwhite@salvadordalimuseum.org

    
THE MAKING OF Daliwood
Dalí & Film comes to the Salvador Dalí Museum 


 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (November 1, 2007) – The Salvador Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg presents Dalí & Film, the first exhibition examining the profound relationship between the paintings and films of Salvador Dalí (1904-1989). Premiering on February 8, 2008 and running to June 1, 2008, the exhibition reveals how Dalí combined his skills in painting with the new and exciting possibilities of the moving image to define a new art.  

Dalí is perhaps the most recognizable and important artist of the twentieth century and the dream-like images he invented in his paintings are engraved in the public consciousness. This new exhibition demonstrates that Dalí, influenced by the illusionary space that can be created in painting, his surrealist inventions and his love of film, helped define the conventions of this new medium. His brilliant films and his film-inspired paintings created some of the most memorable and influential images in avant-garde art.
 “Dalí explored his obsessions in each medium in which he worked—the relationship between his paintings and his films provides a fascinating insight into his imagination,” said Hank Hine, Salvador Dalí Museum Executive Director.  “There was a time when film convention was invented, was constructed frame by frame. Dalí was one of its most significant inventors. Painting was his resource. We are proud to host this presentation that explores the very nature of painting and film.”

Featuring over one hundred works from collections from all over Europe and America, together with films, photographs, film scripts, and drawings, Dalí & Film opened at the Tate Modern in London, and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and will be displayed at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City in 2008.  For the exhibit at the Salvador Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg a number of important works drawn from the Dalí Museum’s own extensive collection have been added, including The Disintegration of the Persistence of Memory (1952-54), and The Ghost of Vermeer of Delft which can be used as a Table (1934). 
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Like the artist himself, Dali’s relationship with film is complex and contradictory. “The best cinema is the kind that can be perceived with your eyes closed,” Dalí wrote in 1927, recognizing both the power and mystery of the medium. Dalí approached film as both an inspiration and an outlet for experimentation. The cross-fertilization of ideas between film and painting can be seen in The First Days of Spring (1929) and The Persistence of Memory (1931), two paintings with compositions that dissolve into other images as they would in moving pictures.  These works coincide with the artist’s first movie collaborations with the celebrated Spanish director Luis Buñuel in 1929-30.  Just as Dalí brought new images into the popular imagination in his paintings, he also invented some of the most memorable images on film.  From his fantastical imagination and obsession with dreams and the subconscious, unforgettable haunting images—such as the slicing of an eyeball with a razor and a hand infected with ants in Un Chien andalou (1929)—mirror the disturbing anatomic depictions in major paintings of that moment, including Apparatus and Hand (1927).

It is no surprise that Dalí’s interest in film led him to Hollywood. While exiled in the United States during the Second World War, he gravitated to Hollywood to work on major studio productions with Twentieth Century Fox, Alfred Hitchcock, Walt Disney and the Marx Brothers.  His dream-like vision proved ideal for the 1940’s movie industry where total immersion in Dalí’s imagination became possible for a mass audience—and where his impact still resonates today. Writing for The Guardian, JG Ballard (Empire of the Sun; Crash) commented: “We no longer live in a literary culture, and the human eye has been fine-tuned by a half-century of film and television. Dalí's paintings, with their distant horizon lines, pseudo-Renaissance perspectives and mentalised stage-sets, are naturals for the age of the plasma TV screen.” (May 26, 2007)

The complete exhibition features his major film projects, including Un Chien andalou, (1929) L’Âge d’or (1930), Spellbound (1945), Chaos and Creation (1960)—the first time a major artist used video—and the Dalí/Disney animated short Destino (1946), seen alongside Dalí’s most famous paintings, including The Persistence of Memory (1931), The Metamorphosis of Narcissus (1937), as well as other major works on loan from the Museum of Modern Art, New York; Tate Modern, London; the Guggenheim, New York; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya, Barcelona; the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía, Madrid; and the National Gallery of Canada.  
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Credits

Dalí & Film was organized by Tate Modern, London in collaboration with the Fundació Gala-Salvador Dalí, Figueres, Spain (www.salvador-dalí.org), the Salvador Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and the Museum of Modern Art in New York City.

Dalí and Film is curated by Tate curators Helen Sainsbury and Matthew Gale (editor of Dalí and Film); Dawn Ades, Dalí scholar and curator of Salvador Dalí: Centenary Exhibition; Montse Aguer, Director, Centre d’Estudis Dalinians, Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation; and Fèlix Fanés, curator of Dalí and Mass Culture. The exhibition in St. Petersburg is curated by William Jeffett, Curator of Special Exhibitions, Salvador Dalí Museum. 

The St. Petersburg presentation is made possible by Progress Energy, a Museum sponsor since 2002, whose continued support for arts provides a benchmark for corporate engagement in the community. Presenting Sponsors for the St. Petersburg exhibition include The St. Petersburg Environmental Research Center, Ovation by JMC Communities and M&I Wealth Management with additional support from the Renaissance Vinoy Resort and Golf Club, and Visit St. Petersburg/Clearwater. 
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Dalí & Film Programming

The theme of the exhibition is supported and explored by a series of related programs organized by the Museum to take place in the St. Petersburg/Pinellas County and surrounding community, including a Winter 2008 course on Dalí and Film at the University of South Florida, Tampa Campus. Guided tours of the exhibition will be held daily and special tours for seniors and other groups are available by appointment.  The catalog of the exhibition will be for sale in the store. A complete events schedule may be found on line at SalvadorDalíMuseum.org.

Opening Weekend

Friday, February 8, 9:30 am-12:00pm

Walk Through with curator William Jeffett 10:00am

Saturday, February 9, 12:00 pm

Lecture by Matthew Gale, Tate curator and author of exhibition catalog.

Location: The Salvador Dalí Museum

Lectures On Dalí and Avant-garde Film

Coffee with a Curator 

First Wednesday of each month, February 6 - May 7, 2008, 9:45 am

A monthly tour with a Dalí Museum Curator held on the first Wednesday of each month. Join us for complimentary Starbucks coffee and refreshments in the museum store at 9:45 followed at 10:00 by a focused, theme-oriented gallery tour with one of the Dali Museum's curatorial staff.  

Location: The Salvador Dalí Museum, 1000 Third Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida

Free with Museum admission. Refreshments provided by Starbucks Coffee Company
All lectures and films listed below, except John Waters “This Dirty World” on April 26, take place off-site. 

Lectures on Dalí & Avant-Film at Studio@620

Each Tuesday from March 4-April 29, 7:30 pm

Lecture series focusing on Dalí’s work in relation to film, as well as an exploration into various historical strands of surrealist and experimental film. 

Location: Studio@620 - 620 First Avenue South, St. Petersburg

Free Admission

•3/4 – Peter Tush, “Surrealist Shenanigans & Freudian Follies: Dalí and the Marx Brothers.” Curator of Education, Dalí Museum, USF Instructor of “Dalí & Film.”

•3/11– Steve Persall, “Dalihoo: The twisted art of selling movies, from Kroger Babb to Cloverfield.” Movie Critic with St. Petersburg Times 

•3/18 – Sara Cochran,“The Eyes Have It: Dalí & Hollywood.” Assistant Curator of Modern Art, Los Angeles County Museum of Art; “Dalí & Film” catalog contributor.

•3/25 – David Audet & Charles Peirson Lyman, Jr., “Avant-Garde: Personal Filmmakers.” Audet: Festival Director, Festival of the Moving Image. Lyman: USF  Professor of Film and Electronic Media. 

•4/1 – Lance Goldenberg, “The Experimental is Now the Conventional: The Legacy of the Surrealists in Hollywood and Beyond.” Movie Critic with Creative Loafing.
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Lectures on Dalí & Avant-Film at Studio@620 continued…
•4/ 8 – Nate Andersen, “How to Think about Movies that Don’t Make Sense.”  Associate Prof. of Philosophy and Film Studies, Eckerd College; Program Director of the International Cinema at Eckerd College. 

•4/15 – Elliott King, “The Image Disappears: Film, Continuity & the Deception of Late Dali." Author of “Dalí, Surrealism and Cinema: “Dalí & Film” catalog contributor.

•4/22 – William Jeffett, “Dalí’s Babaouo & the Nature of Surrealist Filmmaking.” Curator of Special Exhibitions, Salvador Dalí Museum; “Dalí & Film” catalog contributor.   

•4/29 – Jack Bond, “The Making of the BBC film, ‘Dalí in New York.’” British filmmaker and director of BBC production, “Dalí in New York,” 1966.

More Lectures on Dalí & Film

Illumined Pleasures: Dalí & Film, lecture by Peter Tush

Sunday, Sunday, April 20, 2008, 3:00 pm

Peter Tush, Curator of Education, will presents and overview of “Dalí & Film”.

Location: Leepa Rattner Museum, 600 Klosterman Road,Tarpon Springs.

Leepa & Dalí Members $3, others $5

The Dalí Presents an Evening with John Waters: “This Dirty World” 

Saturday, April 26, 7:00 pm; book signing will follow 

American filmmaker, actor, writer, personality, visual artist and art collector, Waters rose to fame in the early 1970s for his transgressive cult films, including Pink Flamingos, and became a popular filmmaker with such hits as Serial Mom and Hairspray. Displaying his celebrated gift for thought-provoking and hilariously droll conversation, Waters will present a delightfully bizarre talk about his obsessions and his career as a director who was transformed from Avant-garde to mainstream.  Talk to be followed by a signing. 

Location: Salvador Dalí Museum.

Please contact the museum for more information. 727-823-3767

Film Events

International Cinema Series at Eckerd College 

Fridays, March 7, March 28, April 4, April 11, April 18, April 25 2008,

7:00 pm

The International Cinema Series at Eckerd College presents critically acclaimed and important films from around the world shown in collaboration with the Dalí Museum on the topic of “Surrealism and Avant-garde Cinema.” Peter Tush, Curator of Education at the Salvador Dalí Museum, and Professor Nathan Andersen, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Eckerd College will give a brief lecture before each film.

•3/7 - “A Zed and Two Noughts” (35mm print), dir. Peter Greenaway

•3/28 - “Un Chien Andalou,” dir. Luis Buñuel and Salvador Dali & “That Obscure Object of Desire” (35mm print), dir. Luis Buñuel

•4/4 - “Werckmeister Harmonies,” dir. Bela Tarr

•4/11 - “Fallen Angels” (35mm print), dir. Wong Kar-Wai

•4/18 - tba (either “Los Muertos” or “Silent Light” or both)

•4/25 - tba (either “The Taste of Tea” or “Funky Forest: The First Contact”) 

Location: Miller Auditorium at Eckerd College, 4200 54th Avenue South, St. Petersburg.

All films are free and open to the public.

more -
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DalíFest 2008 - A Community Celebration

Saturday, March 15, 11:00 am – 8:00 pm 

The Salvador Dalí Museum celebrates its 26th anniversary in St. Petersburg with DalíFest, an annual celebration. The daylong celebration features reduced admission to the museum, the special exhibition “Dalí & Film,” music performances, art activities for the whole community, and a variety of food vendors.  

Located in the Salvador Dalí Museum and adjacent Poynter Park.

Outside activities are free; museum admission $7, children 12 and under are free. 

Student Competitions

Daliwood: Pinellas High School Surrealist Video Competition 

The Museum is sponsoring and organizing a video competition for Pinellas high school students.  The videos will be 3 – 5 minutes in length.  Guidelines for submissions and instructions on the nature of Surrealist film will be provided via the Dalí website. The videos will be able to be viewed on the Museum website and on Bright House cable Tampa Bay On Demand. Bright House Networks will host an award ceremony April 25 at Bright House Networks Field in Clearwater, Florida.  

Eckerd College Surrealist Video Competition

Eckerd College students are eligible to enter the competition by creating a short Surrealist film during the running of the “Dalí & Film” exhibit.  The individual movies will be presented as part of “Surrealism and the Avant-Garde Cinema at Eckerd College” on Saturday, March 8th students will visit the Dali (organized by the Dalí Museum and Eckerd College) 

Additional Dalí & Film Projects
Dalí & Film Newspaper in Education (With the St. Petersburg Times)
A 16 page pull-out on the topic of Dalí and Film, produced by NIE staff at the Times, in collaboration with the Dalí Museum.  The Times will distribute the pull-out in February 2008 and make additional copies available for Pinellas County classroom use.

 “Dalí & Film” 15-week course (University of South Florida)
On Thursday afternoons, (January-April 9, 2008) Peter Tush, curator of education, at the Salvador Dalí Museum will teach a course to USF students.  Registration through the University of South Florida required.

About the Dalí Museum 

The Salvador Dalí Museum, which holds the pre-eminent American collection of the artist’s work, is located at 1000 Third Street South, St. Petersburg Florida, and is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday from 9:30 to 5:30, Thursdays from 9:30 to 8:00, Fridays from 9:30 to 6:30 and Sundays from 12:00 to 5:30.  For more information about the Museum please call: 727.823.3767, fax: 727.894.6068, or visit our website at www.salvadorDalímuseum.org.  The museum, which celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2007, is sponsored in part by the Pinellas County Cultural Affairs Department, the City of St. Petersburg, the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, Florida Arts Council and the National Endowment for the Arts.

NOTE TO MEDIA:  Digital images of visiting and other select artwork are available per request.  Please contact Kathy White at 727-823-3767, ext. 3036.
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