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New Dali Museum Introduces Café Gala at January 11 Grand Opening in    St. Petersburg, Florida

Jan. 1, 2011 – ( St. Petersburg, FL) –   When the new $36 million Dalí Museum opens in downtown St. Petersburg on Jan. 11, 2011,  a new restaurant ​​​ -- Café Gala – will be part of the opening festivities. Named in honor of Salvador Dali’s wife Gala, the casual eatery will offer visitors a café menu with a Spanish theme focusing on Spanish Tapas, wine, salads, coffee and pastries. 

Café Gala is designed to create an educational as well as culinary experience by introducing visitors to  Spanish food and history. The in-house restaurant is a new amenity. Visitors do not need to purchase a ticket to visit the Café or the museum store.  Diners may choose to eat inside or out on the Avant-Garden patio, making a visit to Café Gala a destination in itself.

Café Gala embraces the heritage of Salvador Dali by presenting a menu of light fare with a Spanish theme.  Tapas and small plates of appetizers will be a specialty, along with traditional  pastries, soups (gazpacho and caldo gallego), salads and sandwiches.

The Café makes a perfect stop for a light breakfast, lunch or mid-afternoon break for coffee and pastries.   Kahwa local roasted coffees will be served including espresso, cappuccino and macchiato. A flan-like dessert -- Crema Catalana – tops the pastry selections, along with Tiramisu and Mantecados (Spanish cookies).  A select offering of beer and wine will be available, featuring the Café’s signature  Cava Rosado (Spanish rosé champagne).   

Local restaurateur Steve Westphal has been chosen as the Dali Museum’s outside contractor to provide the food service at Café Gala.  The café will be open during regular museum hours.

Members of the Dali Museum will receive a 10% discount on their meal in the Café.

About the new Dalí
The new Dalí is double the size of the former museum. Salvador Dalí’s amazing works of art will finally have a home designed specifically for this collection. The new Dalí Museum is also built to protect the priceless art collection. The design has already attracted the world’s attention and is listed as “one of the top buildings you have to see before you die” in AOL Travel News.  

 

The museum’s exterior is itself a work of art, featuring more than 900 triangular-shaped glass panels. This geodesic glass structure – nicknamed the “Glass Enigma” – is the only structure of its kind in North America and is a 21st century expression of Buckminster Fuller’s geodesic dome as utilized in Dalí’s Teatro Museo in Figueres , Spain . No two glass panels are identical, providing a truly unique view of St. Petersburg ’s picturesque waterfront. The Helical Staircase – a spiral that ascends to the third floor galleries – is the main architectural focus of the interior. An energetic form created with mathematical precision and resembling a strand of DNA, Dalí recognized the helix as evidence of the divine in nature.

 

Yann Weymouth, AIA, Senior Vice President and Design Director for HOK, conceived the museum’s architectural design. It was enlivened with a geodesic oculum by Novum Structures, which engineered and installed the free-form glass exterior.  

 

Most importantly, the new museum will allow for more of Dalí’s work to be on display than ever before and will feature amenities including a café, theater, classroom and student gallery. 

 

The new Dalí is located eight blocks north of its current location with a new address of:  
One Dali Boulevard
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Tel: (727) 823-3767 or 1-800-442-DALI (3254)
www.thedali.org
 
